March 14, 2007

Dear Band Parent,

Our preparations for the Chicago Band Trip are now in full swing.  This letter is intended to update everyone about the events, fundraisers, chaperones and finances involved with the trip.  
We have all of the chaperones needed for the trip!!!  Thank you to all of the parents that agreed to help us with this matter.  If you would still like to chaperone that is still okay.  We can always have more chaperones than required.
If you are a parent that is planning to attend the Chicago trip, but you are not traveling with or chaperoning the band yet still want to be involved in the other activities with the band, we need to know.  We are making plans for the food and other events and we need to know everyone that is going to be with our group.  Please email kenhansen_00@yahoo.com with your name and how many are in your group.  Thank you for your help with this.

As you are aware we sold Magazines in August to help with the finances of the trip.  Currently there is the 10 for 10 fundraising program.  This program is available from the band website (www.odessabands.com).  The 10 for 10 program asks friends and relatives to donate $10 (or more) to the students account.  In return the student will fill out a postcard to the donor from Chicago.  This is great for out of town relatives or people who want all of the money to go directly to the student.  Also, in a few days you may contact Larry Green who has another fundraiser to help your student.  This is not run by the school or by the band boosters, but is a great way to help your student.  And finally, we are hosting our first ever “Golf Tournament and Silent Auction” on April 21 at Bent Oak Golf Club (Oak Grove).  The proceeds will be use to help the Chicago trip.  If you know of golfers or businesses that would be interested in the Golf Tournament please visit the web-site or contact kenhansen_00@yahoo.com.

We are excited to take the Symphonic and Concert bands to this superb performance opportunity, and take in some of the sights in astonishing Chicago, IL.  We would also like to take this opportunity to remind you that participating in this trip is strongly encouraged.  The experience will be greatly diminished for all students if some students do not attend.  One or both bands may not attend if several students are unable to attend.  Several students may not have taken advantage of the payment options lined out to ease the financial impact for this trip.  In order to meet our deadlines to our business partners in Chicago, we need to have the students travel accounts paid up by April 1, 2007.  The financial burden should not be a reason for a student to miss this opportunity.  If this affects you please contact us immediately.  Communication is precious in the life of the band member and their parents.
Thank you for your continued support of the Band Program at Odessa R-7.

Sincerely,

Ken Hansen





Kirby Spayde

Director of Bands




Assistant Director of Bands

