ANYONE Interested in Odessa Winter Percussion!!!
The year is going by very fast!  It is already time to think about this year’s Odessa Winter Percussion Ensemble.  This is an activity available to students who enjoy playing percussion and want a chance to increase their percussion playing ability level as well as learn about teamwork, performing and working with others.  Music, ability, sportsmanship and having fun is the focus of this ensemble as we compete in the Mid-Continent Color Guard Association circuit.  The ensemble will be traveling to schools around the Kansas City area, Springfield and possibly St. Louis to be judged by top tier judges in the percussion world.

Last year was the first year for a Winter Percussion group here in Odessa and proved to be very successful in many respects.  I am looking forward to an even better year of percussion during the winter season with more experience for all involved and more ideas in my corner.

The ability to tryout is available to any student currently enrolled in Odessa R-7 in grades 7-12.  The main purpose of this letter is to inform you of our informational/organizational meeting that will take place in the High School Band room on Thursday the 25th of October at 3:30.  If you are thinking of participating in another sport or activity during the winter season, be sure to attend this meeting.  By attending this meeting you are making no commitment toward the ensemble.  It is THE opportunity to find out more information about rehearsals, performances and requirements of the Odessa Percussion Ensemble.  Any parents interested are more than welcome to attend as well.  A good knowledge of other prior commitments or potential conflicts needs to be known, to the best of your ability, at this meeting.  Some concessions can be made for various conflicts, but we can’t fix what we don’t know is a problem.
At this meeting the time for clinics and tryouts will be made known.  If you cannot attend this informational meeting, please let me know so I can be sure you receive future Winter Percussion correspondence.  Anyone interested in the ensemble MUST attend clinics and tryout.  If a student does earn a spot in the ensemble, they agree to pay some fees that must be incurred to ensure the productivity of the ensemble.  Those fees will be made known to those making the ensemble.  A difficult financial situation should never deter someone from trying out for this ensemble.  
The percussion program depends greatly on those students playing percussion in the Odessa Band Program.  Being a relatively small school, the need for a great turn out is high so we can successfully field an ensemble and not fold the program.  I hope you take time to consider this activity this winter.  If there is any part of you that is interested, please be sure to come to the informational/organizational meeting on October 25th at 3:30 in the High School Band room!
As always, if you have ANY questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact me at:  kspayde_06@yahoo.com
Thank you,


Kirby Spayde
Assistant Director of Bands/Director of Percussion Odessa Schools
