Guard Information Packet #1
In this packet you will find:

· Winter Calendar

· Dayton Info

· Fundraising Info

· Concession Stand Dates

· OMS Tryout Info

· Winter Payment Schedule
OCTOBER 23-26 – OMS tryouts.

· Kim will be running HS rehearsal that Tuesday from 4-7 since I have MS and then Parent Teacher Conferences.

· I need HS students to help at MS tryouts on all other days from 3-5 on Monday and Wednesday.

Show Dates

January 27th – MSU
Feb. 3rd - Smithville HS (MS will also go)
February 17th – WGI REGIONAL – St. Louis, MO
Feb. 24 - Hickman Mills HS (MS also)
March 3 - Lee's Summit HS

March 10th - Lee's Summit North HS – if the there is a show on the 24th, we will not go to this one – It is Pageant of Bands.  If there is not a show on the 24th, we will go and hurry back for the concert. 

March 24th – Open – They are trying to get a KC show set for this weekend….I’ll keep you posted.
March 31st - Guard and Percussion Championships - Location TBA

Other Info…

Fundraising:

· W e have set up a Fundraising Committee who is assisting in all fundraising this year.  We have already met and lined up a couple of things for the girls to be able to make some money toward their Winter Guard/Nationals fees of $500.

· On Tuesday, October 10th, we will begin selling candy bars through Kathryn Beich Fundraising.

· They sell for $1.00 a bar, and sell FAST.  

· DECA just got through selling these and say that they are a hit!  Take advantage by taking them to work with you!!

· The money raised will come directly off of the girls fees.

· We will have our annual ‘GuardaThon’ on October 20-21.
· This is when the girls ask for sponsorship prior to the event, receiving donations per hour they spin through the night.  

· We have an overnighter at the HS and patrons donate either ‘per hour’ or they give a flat donation.  
· The girls make flag bags, eat junk food and get to be crazy (which they do well…)
· This is an EASY way to make individual money that will come directly off of your fees and it is a blast for the girls.
· We will also be doing a ‘Mark’ fundraiser through Avon and Laura Osborn, one of our favorite Guard Moms =)

· She will be meeting with us the second week of November to inform us on the ‘how to’ for this one.

· This is a great time, as we are trying to get this around the Christmas holiday.  

· All orders will be in by Christmas.
· The money made on this will also come directly off of the girls fees.

· There will also be a couple of fundraisers that will benefit the general fund of the Guard Program that helps with travel, entry fees to the Circuit and Championships, and the end of the year Banquet Bash.

· We will have the First Annual “Deer Hunter’s Breakfast”
· Okay, don’t laugh…

· We will host two Saturday breakfasts – Nov. 11 and 18, the first two weekends of firearm deer season at the Community Building.

· We will charge a fee and hunters will come in 4-8 am, before they hit the deer stand, and have a hot breakfast.

· A neighboring town did this and made good money, so we thought we’d try it.  Breakfast food is cheap.
· We will once again run concessions at the Basketball games

· I have signed up for dates and will need parents to help work those.

· It is EASY work and makes decent money.

· I have requested dates that go along with our practice schedule so that I can be there to count money at the end.

· Dates are:  12/7, 12/12, 12/14, 1/4 1/9, 1/16, 1/18, 2/1, 2/13

· There are 9 dates, which means that 27 parents have the opportunity to work.  We will need 3 parents per game.  Please contact me with the date you can work.
The Fundraising Committee and I are doing EVERYTHING we can to assist you and your daughter in making money to cover your fees.  Fundraising is not mandatory for anyone to do.  If you would rather pay the $500 out of pocket and not deal with fundraising that works for me.  I do know that some people need these fundraisers, though, as I would if Jack needed it.  I don’t want money to come in the way of ANYONE – that is why I trying to make it easier.  Taking 30 girls, 5 staff, and 10 chaperones to Dayton for 4 days, and producing a nationals show can be expensive, but I don’t want it to be a burden on you.  Take advantage of these fundraisers!!!

Winter Payment Dates

As you can see, we are doing a lot to help you with payment.  Below are the dates that money will be due, for the winter season, so that you may plan.

DECEMBER 7th - $200 (guardathon and candy money can be used for this if you wish)

JANUARY 11th – $150 (“Mark” Avon Fundraiser can be used toward this if you wish)

FEBRUARY 15th - $150 (We will try to get another ‘individual account fundraiser’ in before this payment is due, but it has to be approved by administration and we are already over our limit of fundraisers per year…)

***FYI – If you have more than one daughter in HS guard, you are discounted $100 from the total of the two girls fees combined. ***
Dayton Info

We already have our 11 Chaperones for Dayton:

1. Leanne Hart

2. Lynette Vinson

3. Pam Raffurty

4. Eileen Corbit

5. Laura Osborn

6. Kathy Nance

7. Keli Houston

8. Julie Carver

9. Dawn Dixon

10.Janelle Watkins

11.Judith Hardin

· I have researched and found that a 12 person cargo van from Enterprise will rent for $305.00 plus approx $250.00 for gas.  That is approx $55-60 per person if there are those that would like to travel together and save on gas on miles on your vehicle.  I would hope that people would take advantage of this so we have a big crowd of fans in Dayton – it makes a difference to the kids!!

· Please let me know if you are interested in traveling in a rental van so that I can get things set up for you.

· Tickets for the Prelims, Semi-Finals and Finals can be ordered online at wgi.org under the ‘tickets’ link on the left side, or you can wait and purchase them there.  It is general admission seating for prelims and semis and there are always PLENTY of seats for A Class when you get there.  This is how we did it last year.  If you’d prefer to pay via card online visit the site, otherwise we will purchase tickets in Dayton.

· We will have a parent meeting closer to nationals to answer last minute questions.  I try to send home correspondence at least 2-3 times during the course of the season to keep everyone up to date.  

· Belinda Johnson, or web master and gift from God =), will be updating our guard webpage this month.  You will soon be able to go to www.odessabands.com (which, if you haven’t been yet, you are missing out…) and click on the guard link to get all info.

As always contact me at lhansen@odessa.k12.mo.us , luv2sing@yahoo.com , or at 718-5949. Communication is key since I am with your daughter sometimes more than she is at home =)  Let’s work together to make this a success for these kids!

****REMINDER THAT BAND BOOSTER MEETINGS ARE EVERY SECOND MONDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7PM AT OHS BAND ROOM.  Color Guard is PART OF THE BAND!!!!  We are one unit, and they are considered band members through the fall season.  They receive a grade for band and are fed by the boosters at every competition and football game.  The boosters gave us $1,500 last year toward nationals.  I would love to see some guard parent faces at the next meeting.  Check odessabands.com for meeting times/changes.
